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‘Clear to Take Off’

An unexpected way to fight brain cancer

By Kim Hamilton - News Editor 

Most everyone faces unexpected, dramatic moments in their lives. 
 
Three years ago, Brian Kissinger faced his moment, almost dying 
from brain cancer. Out of that experience, was born a way to use 
his expertise as an airplane pilot to help raise funds and 
awareness about brain cancer. 
 
Kissinger is a native of Morehead and a brother to Sharon 
Morrison of Morehead. 
 
In April, he plans to fly across the United States in a 1942 World 
War II L-4 Cub.  
 
Take-off is Monday, April 2, from St. Louis, Ohio. His first stop is 
set for the Farmers Airport in Morehead. 
 
This idea came to him as a dream that kept him going during the 
22 months of chemotherapy that followed a six-hour surgery.  
 
“Having gone through all this and learning how many other 
people are being diagnosed with brain tumors each day, it is now 
my focus to help others,” he said. “It is hard to believe that each 
day in the United States, 500 adults and children are diagnosed 
with a brain tumor. There is still so much that needs to be done 
to raise awareness and research money to fight back.” 
 
At the age of 18, Kissinger joined the Air National Guard and at 
19, he received a two-year Air Force ROTC Scholarship.  
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Premium Jobs

NURSE 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, a 
statewide, multi-service agency, has a job 
opportunity for a Residential Program ...>MORE 

Looking for the Perfect Job! 
Or are you looking for the perfect employee? 
Check out our Premium Job Advertising 
Section. Call 606-784-4116 for more i...>MORE 

DAWAHARES 
is looking for a motivated person to join their 
sales team. Must have flexible hours. Must be 
hard woking and outgoing w...>MORE 

See all ads
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“The focus of my life completely changed. I became an ‘airport 
bum’ and began washing and waxing airplanes in exchange for 
flight time while I was still a student at the University of Florida,” 
he said. 
 
“I flew solo within a matter of weeks. I fell in love with the 
sensation and freedom of flight. My years in the Air Force were 
rich in so many ways, and I am proud of serving in the Special 
Operations Command, flying MC-130s (Combat Talons) as a 
navigator and electronic warfare officer. No question about it, 
planes became a key point in my life,” Kissinger added. 
 
Considering that he has survived a brain tumor, Kissinger smiles 
when remembering the nickname he picked up when living 
overseas more than a decade ago. 
 
“Everyone seemed to misspell Brian as B-r-a-i-n. I saw no point 
in taking offense over it, but found it something to laugh about. I 
did not expect, however, that it would be a message about what 
was ahead,” he said. 
 
The executive director of the National Brain Tumor Foundation 
weighed in on Kissinger’s efforts and said more focus is needed 
on this disease. 
 
“What Brian is doing is so very important, not only to those 
diagnosed with brain cancer, but for their friends and family who 
are trying to understand and help,” said Rob Tufel, MSW, MPH. 
“There are over 120 different types of brain tumors, both 
malignant and non-malignant. Secondary brain tumors - those 
that spread from a cancer in another part of the body - affect 
15% of all cancer patient.” 
 
Brian Kissinger named his project “Brain’s Flight. 
 
The purpose is straight forward, he said, to fight brain tumors by 
raising money and awareness. 
 
“My financial goal is to raise $100,000 for research,” he said. “I 
can think of no better reason to fly than to help others in need. I 
will take off at the beginning of April and plan to cross the United 
States in about five weeks.” 
 
He will stop at Air Force bases and general aviation airports, to be 
met by Air Force buddies, fellow pilots and even patient care 
representatives for programs managed by the National Brain 
Tumor Foundation. 
 
“This flight will be the first mission of this old ‘warbird’ in years,” 
he said of the L-4 Cub airplane. “In World War II, it was used at 
Fort Sill to train pilots to fly combat missions before being 
decommissioned. 
 
“I can see no better reason to bring it back into service on one 
more mission,” he said. 
 
To help, contact his personal online page at www.firstgiving.com/
brainsflight. 

Deals on Wheels

1994 Dodge Pickup 
V/8, auto, SLT pkg., Red/Silver. Runs good, 
heavy duty pkg. Must sell $3,500.00. 784-
2884. After 6 784-8442....>MORE 

2001 Mercury Grand Marquis LS 
Beige w/tan leather. Super nice car only 5,500 
miles. Must see $8,500.00. 784-2884. After 6 
784-8442....>MORE 

Buying or Selling an Automobile? 
Look here or list your automobile here for quick 
selling or buying results! For more information 
call 606-784-4116....>MORE 

See all ads

Premium Real Estate

Buying, Selling, or Renting? 
Check out our Premium Real Estate section to 
find the home of your dreams. Call The 
Morehead News today at 606-784-4116 ...
>MORE 

Brand New 2006 Fleetwood 
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 16x80 only $32,500.00. 
Call 780-8844....>MORE 

Bruner Land Company, Inc. 
(740) 459-9031 www.brunerland.com NE 
KENTUCKY GETAWAY! Fleming County, great 
for camping, 4 acre building lot located on...
>MORE 

A Dollar and A Deed 
is all you need! Call Luv Homes of Ashland 
Today! 606-928-7575....>MORE 

Nice Fleetwood 
14x70, 2BR, 2BA with central air. $10,900.00. 
Call 780-8844....>MORE 

2001 Fleetwood 
16x80, VINYL siding, SHINGLE roof, 3BR, 
2BA, dishwasher, below book at $25,500. 
100% financing for qualifi...>MORE 

HOUSE FOR SALE 
3 bedroom, 2 full bath, great room/fireplace, 
appliances, 5 minutes to lake/I-64. 
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The National Brain Tumor Foundation is a non-profit organization 
which serves people whose lives are affected by brain tumors. 
NBTF is dedicated to promoting a cure for brain tumors, 
improving the quality of life and giving hope to the brain tumor 
community by funding research and providing patient resources, 
information and education. 
 
To learn more about the organization, call 1-800-934-CURE 
(2873) or visit www.braintumor.org. 
 
 
 
Other scheduled stops: 
 
 
 
April 4: Langley AFB or Newport News, Va. 
 
April 6: Apex AFB, N.C. 
 
April 11: Atlanta, Ga. 
 
April 12: Eglin AFB Airshow, Fla. 
 
April 16: Brooksville, Fla. 
 
April 17: Sun ‘n Fun - Lakeland, Fla. 
 
April 19: Pensacola, Fla. 
 
April 21: Montgomery, Ala. 
 
April 22: San Antonio, Tx. 
 
April 23: Albuquerque AFB, New Mexico 
 
April 24: Davis Mountain AFB, Tucson, Ariz. 
 
April 25: Newport Beach, Calif. 
 
April 27: Monterey, Calif. 
 
April 28: San Francisco, Calif. 
 
April 30: Fort Sill, Okla.  
 
May 2: Home to St. Louis, Ohio 
 

      

 
 

$64,500.00. Owner may assist with clos...
>MORE 

2005 Clayton 
3BR, 2BA on 1 acre lot with all improvements. 
$42,500.00. Call 780-8844....>MORE 

DOUBLEWIDES 
$399/mo. Singlewides $249/mo. Call for 
approval. 606-928-7575....>MORE 

See all ads

Deal of the Day

Everything from A to Z 
List those hard to sale items here, from 
appliances to zirconium rings. Call The 
Morehead News at 606-784-4116 t...>MORE 

See all ads
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